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Danny  
rises to Rio

challenge
By Sarah Juggins

E
arlier this year, an 
England team managed
something that has not
been achieved by any of
our national sports teams

for a while – they won a European
Championship. And they achieved it
in the most unlikely of ways –
against the reigning World Cup and
Olympic champions the Netherlands
– and… in a penalty shoot-out
competition.

For England women’s hockey
team this was a seminal moment.
Playing as Great Britain, they had
claimed a bronze medal at the
London 2012 Olympics; as England

they had won silver at the 2013
European Championships but that
had been followed by a meltdown of
sorts to finish the 2014 World Cup in
11th position – a shock to everyone
as the team had been expected to
pick up a medal at the very least.

Kerry, who grew up in West
Norfolk, had coached the team to
bronze in London 2012. This was the
first team sport medal for Great
Britain in 20 years, and Kerry was
promoted to Great Britain Hockey
Performance Director on the back of
that success. After the subsequent
World Cup disaster, it was Kerry who
stepped in and picked up the team

The mega-watt smile
doesn’t appear often, but
when it does, you know
that something amazing
has just happened. And for
Castle Rising—born hockey
coach Danny Kerry, the
smile could get even
bigger if his team repeat
their recent European
success on the biggest
stage of all… in Rio. 



“

“ During the
squad announcement
at the press
conference for
London 2012, Danny
broke down in tears.
This was unusual for
him to be so open
emotionally in public
so for us we could see
just how much this
means to him

and it was Kerry, sporting a mega-
watt smile, who stood in front of the
press on the last Sunday in August
at the Lee Valley Hockey Centre in
London and explained what had
happened on the pitch that night, as
England grabbed the most unlikely
of victories against the world’s
number one team.

“In the final break in the game I
asked the team whether they truly
believed they could get two goals
back. (England were 2-0 down at
this point). We hadn’t played well in
the preceding quarter and I felt that
any kind of detailed tactical
information would not be of any use.
It was more of a case of injecting a
bit of belief,” explains Kerry

“I asked them to go forward more
with the ball and believe. It seemed
to work! There was a momentum
shift  and once we had one goal I felt
we would always get the second. As
the whistle went for full time I was
confident we would be successful in
the shoot-out.”

Given England’s appalling record
in penalty shoot-outs in any type of
sport, onlookers might have felt
Kerry’s optimism was misplaced, but
the coach knows his players and
their ability to cope under pressure.
The team is also blessed with having
one of the best goalkeepers in the
world – Maddie Hinch – in the team. 

Kerry has developed over the
years into a coach renowned for his
cerebral approach to the game. He
has also learnt how to drop the
emotionless mask worn by so many
coaches in moments of stress,
pressure or elation. Notably, in 2012,

he cried on television when he was
announcing the squad who would
play in the Olympics.

Captain of the England and Great
Britain side Kate Richardson-Walsh
has been a part of the international
squad since 1999. She spoke about
her coach’s ability to let his emotions
show: “We're all professional people
and we all wear a mask and control

our emotions during the key
moments. It's important that
someone in a leadership role, such as
Danny, has that awareness of how
their behaviour and emotional state
is affecting the group. 

“During the squad announcement
at the press conference for London
2012, Danny broke down in tears.
This was unusual for him to be so
open emotionally in public so for us
we could see just how much this
means to him.

“There is no doubt as a squad of
players we take him on an emotional
roller coaster,” she says with a smile.

Looking back on his coaching
career, Kerry is honest when he talks
about his own personal
development. “Up to and during the
Beijing Olympics I had this mindset
that I couldn’t let my emotions show.
I had to internalise everything and
that eventually led to a difficult
relationship with some of my
players.”

Kerry took a long hard look at
himself after the 2008 Olympics and
enlisted the help of the renowned
sports psychologist Steve Peters –
who worked with Team Sky and the
British cycling team – to help him
change his mindset.

It is a process that has infinitely
improved Kerry as a coach and has
earned the respect of his players and
peers along the way. Richardson-
Walsh says: “There has been a lot of
change since 2008. Danny will
always spend a lot of time thinking
how can everything be better and
that includes himself. How he
coaches a training session, how he
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ENGLANDS ROUTE TO     
EURO SUCCESS

Women’s EuroHockey 
Championships 2015
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London 

GROUP
England 2 - 1  Scotland
Italy 0 - 2 England 
England 4 - 1 Germany

SEMI-FINAL
England 2 - 1 Spain

FINAL
England 2 - 2 Netherlands
(England win shoot out 3 - 1)

Kate Richardson-Walsh

England Ladies’ Captain
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plans the session, how this is
communicated with players and how
he can best leverage on the
strengths of the group.

“Danny knows that there is
always room for improvement in
players and coaches.” 

The route from hockey-mad
schoolboy to England and Great
Britain women’s head coach – a
position he holds in tandem with his
role as Performance Director for
both men and women – has been
relatively smooth. His playing career
began at King Edward VII (KES)
school in King’s Lynn and Pelicans
Hockey Club. He then went on to
join north London club Southgate,
and played junior international level.
Four years at Loughborough
University were followed by a post
lecturing in sports science at Brunel
University in London – and it was
during these years that Kerry’s own
coaching philosophy began to be
honed.

“At times my life all feels a little
surreal,” he says. “I’ve been all over
the world, coached at two Olympics,
brought home the first Olympic
team sport medal in 20 years
(bronze at London 2012) and we
have now become European gold
medalists. 

“If I look right back to where it all

began, it is with nothing but real
fondness. Some of the people who
influenced me were larger than life….
Ken Gregory was a school teacher at
KES who just had this unstinting
passion for hockey, in fact he had
even taught my father to play
hockey. Ken also ran the Pelicans’
junior section, which I joined
as a 10-year-old.

“Whenever I talk
to any player there
is always
someone like
Ken in their lives
without whom
they would
never had
started the
journey. And
there were others.
Ossie Vinson, who
was the Pelicans’ first
team manager, who
picked me as a young
upstart teenager and backed me up
when other members of the squad
didn’t like having a teenager around.

“David Vinson, who was Ossie’s
older brother, had been an
international coach himself during
the 70s, and his fascination for the
game rubbed off on me.”

For now, Kerry has a new target
in sight. The Rio 2016 Olympics are

just under a year away and the
victory in London has given the
squad and the thousands of hockey
fans a glimpse of what could be. 

“I think that win just adds to the
belief we have built in the last year,”
he says. “We have gone undefeated
in international matches as a team
throughout 2015. This was the first

time we have had to come
back from 2-0 down, and it
was against the Olympic
and World Champions.
We realise that
Holland dominated
for periods of the
match but we didn’t
panic, we stayed
together and found a
way to win.”
Whether Kerry can

find a way to bring gold
back from Rio is another

matter, but says Richardson-
Walsh, if anyone can, Danny can.

“Danny has a profound eye for detail
and gives the squad and our
progress his every waking thought.
He has a clear vision of where he
wants the squad and programme to
go. He has also grown to accept and
welcome challenge. This is the
culture within the squad that he has
helped create and it is a culture that
has given us real strength.” 

Going for
Gold in RioThe next OlympicGames take place in Rio de Janeirofrom 5th - 21st August 2016


